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Burlington Dismas House (BDH) contributes to CDBG’s national objectives by providing affordable 
housing, a suitable living environment, and access to job opportunities to low-income individuals leaving the 
corrections system. As recognized in the City of Burlington’s Consolidated Plan, former prisoners are among 
individuals most at risk of homelessness, due to limited resources and difficulty in finding employment and 
housing with a criminal record. Former prisoners with no financial resources are unable find stable housing 
and often end up on the street or in hotels, where they reoffend at a higher rate. With the support provided by 
Dismas, residents are able to move in with no job or money, find employment, and work towards financial 
independence.  
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Burlington Dismas House provides housing, structure, and community support for individuals who have 
served their minimum prison sentence but lack affordable housing in the community. We are seeking funds 
for major maintenance projects to Buell Street Dismas House, including repairing rotten trim, painting the 
exterior of the house, trimming and removing trees that are causing roof damage, installing rain gutters, and 
repairing water damage to the interior of an enclosed porch. 
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Burlington Dismas House is a grassroots organization started when a group of Vermonters recognized a need 
for community-supported transitional housing in Chittenden County. The program has been developed over 
decades of experience. When individuals are released from prison without resources or support, they are at a 
high risk of recidivism. With a mission of reconciliation, the program is based on activities that provide 
interactions with community members. The community provides a healthy support network and safe, sober 
housing for former prisoners, thus increasing successful transitions and reducing recidivism. In addition to 
providing for basic human needs, Dismas has planned activities as well as expectations and responsibilities 
for residents.   
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Burlington Dismas House contributes to the City’s anti-poverty strategy by providing safe, stable, and 
affordable housing to extremely low-income residents. The location in downtown Burlington provides access 
to public transportation, educational resources, and employment opportunities. Daily interactions with 
volunteers and staff provide positive social interactions and a social network. During their time at Dismas 
House, residents have the opportunity to rebuild connections, maintain employment, and build savings. 
Maintaining BDH ensures that a source of safe and affordable housing remains available for approximately 
24 individuals each year.  
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